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GLOSSARY
A-

(prefix).

Abaxial.

Meaning without, lacking, as
the side away from the axis.

in acaulescent.

On

Aberrant. Atypical, different from the usual.
Abortive. Not developing; rudimentary; barren.
Abrupt. Terminating suddenly.
Abscission. Falling

away due

to

Ad-. Latin prefix, meaning to or toward.
Adaxial. Located on the side nearest the

breakdown of thin-walled

cells at the base of a structure, as of a leaf or petiole.
Acaulescent. Without a stem, the leaves all basal.

Accessory

fruit. Fruit

with a large and succulent recepta-

cle, as in the strawberry.
Accrescent. Enlarging with age, as with the calyx in

many

flowers.

Accumbent. Lying

against, as in the cotyledons against

the radicle.

Acerose. Needle-shaped, like pine leaves.

Achene.
cent

A

small dry, hard, 1-loculed, 1-seeded indehis-

Acicular. Needle-shaped.

to the petals, or sepals to petals.

Adventitious. Organs developing in an unusual position,
as with roots developing from stems or leaves.
Adventive. Applied to an introduced plant that has spread
or is spreading into a new locality or region.
Agamospermy. Lacking sexual union; an embryo developing from the innermost layer of the nucellus.
Aggregate fruit. Fruit having several separate pistils of a
single flower attached to a common receptacle, as in the

Alkaline.

Acorn. The leathery fruit of an oak, containing a single
large seed and enclosed baselly in a cup formed from

Of or

alkali; basic,

Allopatric.

pertaining

having a

Occupying

Acrid. Sharp or bitter tasting, as with the sap of

many

plants.

Radially

symmetric,

as

in

a

regular

flower.

Armed with

sharply pointed.

Acumen. Apex.

prickles, as with the

stem

of a rose;

to,

pH

or having the properties of

greater than 7.0.

different geographical areas.

Alluvial. Pertaining to or

bract.

Actinomorphic.

axis.

Adherent. Sticking together.
Adnate. Union of 2 unlike parts, as with stamens attached

raspberry.

fruit.

Aculeate.

Acuminate. Gradually tapering to a point, the sides somewhat concave.
Acute. Sharp; tapering to the apex with straight sides.

composed

of alluvium as sand,

by running water or wind.
Alpine. Applying to plants growing at or above timber line.
Alternate. Borne between, not in front of, as with stagravel, or similiar detrital material deposited

mens when between the petals.
Honeycombed, with pits
some seeds and receptacles.

Alveolate.

in the surface as in

.
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Ament. Catkin; a usually deciduous dense spike or
raceme with bracteate apetalous unisexual flowers, as
in Salicaceae.

Amplexicaul. Clasping the stem, as a leaf base or stipule.
Ampliate. Enlarged.
Androecium. Collectively, the entire set of stamens in a
flower.

enclosed in an ovary.
Annual. Plants growing from seed and producing flowers
and seeds and dying the same year.
Annular. In the form of a ring.
Annulus. In ferns, the organ along the side of a sporangium, which functions in bursting the sporangium
at maturity.

Anterior. Front; on the front side; the side away from the
axis.

Anther. The pollen-bearing part of the stamen.
Antheridium. Sperm producing structure in the gametophyte generation, as in ferns.
Antheriferous. Anther-bearing.
Anthesis. Flowering; the period when the flower is completely

expanded and

typically functional.

Anthocyanic. Containing anthocyanins
red pigments.

— blue, purple, or

Antrorsely. Directed forward or upward, opposite of
retrorse.

Apical. Located at the

tip.

with a

pistil.

Axillary. Located in or arising in an axil.

The

longitudinal central line around which organs

are borne, as with the stem supporting the inflores-

cence.

Banner. Upper petal of a papilionaceaous flower, as in the
sweet pea.
Barbate. Bearded with long stiff^ hairs; diminutive of
barbed.

Barbed. Bearing sharp,
barb of a fishhook.
Barbellate.

With

rigid,

reflexed points like the

short, usually stiff hairs.

Bark. Outer layer of a woody stem, usually including
tissues external to the cambium.
Basal. Related to or located at the base.

all

by the base, as an anther attached by
base to the filament.

Basiflxed. Attached
its

Basionym. The name on which a binomial (plant name) or
other taxonomic category is based.
Beak. A prolonged, usually narrowed tip of a thicker
organ, as in some fi-uits and petals.
Beaked. Bearing a beak.
Bearded. Bearing long hairs, usually in tufts.
Berry. A pulpy indehiscent fruit, usually with several to

second year (i.e., germinating one spring
and producing a rosette that overwinters prior to bolting, flowering, and fruiting in the spring of the second
fruiting the

Apospory. Production of gametophytes directly from

so-

A secondary attached part.
Appressed. Lying close and flat against another
Approximate. Close together but not united.

year, thereafter dying).

BiRd. Two-cleft to about the middle.
Bifurcate. Forked, as in Y-shaped hairs.

cells.

Appendage.

Bilabiate.

part.

With two
With two

Bilocular.

Arachnoid. With cobwebby or entangled, very fine hairs.
Arborescent. Treelike.
Arcuate. Arching or curved like a bow.
Areola (pi. areolae). A small space on or beneath the

Binate. In pairs.

between the small veins; in cacti,
the structure which bears flowers, spines, or glochids,
or all three.
surface, as the area

Argillaceous. Clayey; growing in clay; clay colored.

An appendage growing

at or

(or

bearing these).
at

maturity with a

clean scar.

irregular

sym-

locules, as an ovary.

leaves.

Bipinnatifid.

Twice pinnately

cleft.

Bisected. Completely divided into two parts.

two rows or series, one above the other, as in
the seeds of some mustards.

Somewhat saline.
A reduced leaf subtending a flower,

Brackish.

usually associ-

ated with the inflorescence.
Bracteate. With bracts.

Ascending. Growing obliquely upward, often curving.
Asexual. Sexless; reproducing vegetatively.
Atropurpurea. Dark purple; blackish purple.
Attenuate. Gradually narrowing to a tip or base.
Auricle. An ear-shaped appendage.

With one or more

many

Binomial. The names of the genus and species taken
collectively, e.g. Astragalus utahensis.
Bipinnate. Doubly or 2-pinnate, as in many compound

Bract.

and separating

in

Bladdery. Thin and inflated.
Blade. The expanded part of a leaf or petal.

seed.
Aristate.

Articulate. Jointed,

as

Biseriate. In

above the hilum of a

With an awn or stiff"bristle.
Armature (armed). Spines, barbs, prickles, or thorns

lips,

petalous flowers.

Aquatic. Living in water.

Auriculate.

the axis of a

Biennial. Plants living two years, usually flowering and

tip.

small sharp point.

Apomictic. Producing seeds without any form of sexual
union or fertilization.

Aril.

in

seeds (no stone), as the tomato.
two, twice, or doubly, as in
bidentate (two-toothed).
Bidentate. Having two teeth.

Apiculate. Ending in an abrupt slender

matic

to or situated in the axis, as

placenta situated

Bi-. Latin prefix signifying

Aphyllous. Leafless.

A

Belonging

Axile.

may

Apetalous. Without petals.

Apiculus.

Awn. A bristle like appendage, as on the tips of glumes
and lemmas of many grasses.
Axil. The upper (ventral) angle between a leaf and a stem.

Axis.

Androgynous. With staminate flowers borne above the
pistillate ones, as in many species ofCarex.
Angiosperm. A group of flowering plants with the ovules

835

auricles.

Awl-shaped. Narrowly triangular, short, sharp-pointed
like an awl.

Bracteolate. Provided with bracteoles, as at the base of a
flower near the apex of a pedicel.

Bracteole.

A

small bract, especially on a floral axis; also

called bractlet.

Bractlet. See bracteole.

Bridge.

The band

Bristly.

of tissue connecting adjacent corolla

Cuscuta
Bearing stiff hairs.

scales in
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Bud. An undeveloped leaf or flower shoot, often enclosed
by specialized leaves called bud-scales.
Bulb. An underground leaf bud with thickened scales, as

No. 9

usually axillary and above ground.

Circumboreal. Occuring around the earth in the northern part of the northern hemisphere south of the circumpolar region.
Circumpolar. Occurring all the way around the pole,
usually meant to be the north pole as with many arctic

Bur. A structure or part armed with spines or appendages, typically dispersed by animals.

Circumscissile. Dehiscing by a transverse line around the
fruit or anther, the top falling as a lid.

Caducous. Falling

Cladophyll.

in the onion.

A small bulb,

Bulblet.

plants.

Bulbose. Bulblike.

Caespitose

off very early or

(also cespitose).

A hardened

Callosity.

at

lemma

tip.

tissue

composed of

actively or potentially

actively dividing cells, typically situated

between the

xylem and phloem.
Campanulate. Bell-shaped.
Canescent. Covered with gray white or hoary, fine hairs.
Capillary. Hairlike, very fine and slender.
Capitate. Head-shaped, or in a head, as the stigma of
many flowers or the inflorescence of many Compositae.
Capsule. A dry fruit of more than 1 carpel that opens to
Carinate. Keeled, with a sharp longitudinal ridge.
ing a

A

simple

pistil,

compound

pistil;

or

I

of the modified leaves form-

a megasporophyll.

Carpophore. That part of the receptacle prolonged between the carpels.
Cartilaginous. Like cartilage, tough and firm.
Caruncle. A protuberance or outgrowth near the hilum of
a seed.

The

A

Catkin.

grain or fruit of grasses.

deciduous

dense spike or raceme

with

bracteate, apetalous unisexual flowers as in Salicaceae;

ament.
Caudate. Bearing a tail or a slender taillike appendage.
Caudex. The woody base of an otherwise herbaceous
perennial.

without opening,

Clone. Vegetatively produced individuals from a com-

mon parent.
Grown together to form a single unit.
Coetaneous. With the flowers developing the same time
Coalescent.

as the leaves.

Coherent. Two or more similar organs or parts touching
and adhering but usually not joined by fusion of tissues.
Collar. The area on the outside of a grass leaf at the
junction of the blade and the sheath.
Colonial. In colonies; usually a reference to plants occur-

rhizomes or other underground organs.
Column. Body formed by the union of stamens and
tils, as in orchids, mallows and milkweeds.

Coma. A

tuft

of hairs, as in the seeds of milkweeds.

Commissure. The

face

by which two carpels cohere,

as in

the Umbelliferae.

Comose. Bearing a tuft of hairs.
Complete. Having all the parts belonging to

it,

as a flower

pistil(s).

Compliate. Folded together.
Compound. Having two or more similar parts

in

one

organ.

Compound leaf. A leaf with two or more leaflets.
Compressed. Flattened.
Concave. Hollowed out.
Conduplicate. Folded together lengthwise, as the leaves
Conspecific.

Cauline. Belonging to or on the stem.

Cone. A

A cavity of an anther containing the pollen, or of an
ovary with ovules; a locule.

Cell.

Ceraceous. Waxy in appearance or color.
Cernuous. Nodding, pendulous, drooping.
Cespitose. See caespitose.
ChafT. Thin dry .scales, especially the bracts on the receptacle of heads in composites.
Channeled. Deeply groved longitudinally.
Chaparral. An evergreen vegetation type with a dense
growth of leathery leaved shrubs.
Chartaceous. With the texture of paper, usually not
green.

Chasmogamous.

Said of open, cross-pollinated flowers.
Fringed with marginal hairs.

Cilium (pi. cilia). A slender, hairlike process.
Cinereous. Ash colored; light gray.
Circinate. Coiled from the top downward with the apex
the center, as in the developing leaves of ferns.

pis-

of many grasses.

Caulescent. With a definite leafy stem.

Ciliate.

self-fertilizing

as in the violet.

with sepals, petals, stamens, and

Caruncular. Of or pertaining to a caruncle.
Caryopsis.

base of the petal in some flowers.

ing in clumps in which the individuals are connected by

release the seeds.

Carpel.

A narrowed

Cleft. Split nearly to the middle.

Cleistogamous. Flowers

the sepals of a flower.

Calyx lobe. In a gamosepalous calyx, one of the free parts.
Calyx tube. The tube of a gamosepalous calyx.

Cambium. A

Clavate. Club-shaped, gradually thickened toward the

Claw.

Calyx. Outer whorl of flowering parts; collective term for
all

flattened leaflike stem, functioning as a

Clasping. Leaf partly or wholly surrounding the stem.
the base of the

A lid or hood.

Calyptra.

A

leaf.

in tufts.

thickening.

The thickened extension
some grasses.

Callus.
in

prematurely.

Growing

species.

phylls or megasporophylls

and associated

axis

and

bracts, as in Pinus.

Coniferous. Bearing cones or

strobili.

Confluent. Blending of one part into another.

Congested. Crowded together.
Conglomerate. Densely clustered.
Conic. Cone-shaped, with the point of attachment at the
broad base.
Connate. The union of like structures.
Connective. Portion of the filament connecting the two
cells of

an anther.

Connivent. (]()nvergingbut not united.
Consimilar. Like one another.
Constricted. Drawn in, narrowed and then expanded.
Contorted. Twisted or bent.
C^ontracted.

as

Of the same

strobilus, the fertile aggregation of microsporo-

Narrowed

in a particular place.

Convex. Hounded on the surface.
Convolute. Boiled up longitudinally.

i

.

.

.
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Coralloid. Corallike.

Cordate. Heart-shaped.
Coriaceous. Leathery.

Deltoid. Ecjuilaterally triangular; shaped like the

short, bulblike,

underground stem, with only

papery scale leaves.
Corolla. Inner whorl ol floral

jiarts;

collective

name

for

Asclepias

Corrugated. Strongly and usually regularly wrinkled or
folded.

Cortex. Kind or bark; parenchymatous tissue between

epidermis and pericycle.

Corymb. A
ter,

flat-topped or convex racemose flower clus-

the lower or outer pedicels longer, their flowers

opening first.
Corymbose. Arranged
Costa (pi. costae). A
(costate

— ribbed)

in

corymbs.
as in a thickened

rib,

midvein

back.

A colorless, oily, aromatic liquid, as in referLarrea tridentata an odoriferous shrub.
Crisped. Curled; wavey.
Cristate. Crested or with a terminal tuft.
Crown. The persistent base of a herbaceous perennial;
Creosote.
to

,

the top of a tree; a corona.

Cruciform. Cross-shaped.
Crustaceous. Of brittle texture when dry, as in the leaf
margin of some plants.
Cucullate. Hood-shaped.
Cucullus. A partial to complete seed covering external to
the seed coat in yjemophila
Culm. The type of hollow or pithy slender stem found in

A

race or variety originating under cultivation.

Cuneate. Wedge-shaped, triangular, with the narrow
part at point of attachment.
Cupulate. Furnished with or subtended by a small cup.
Cuspidate. Tipped with a cusp or a sharp, short, rigid
point.

Cyathium. The inflorescence oi Euphorbia consisting of
a 3— loculed ovary and a cuplike involucre bearing male
,

flowers with

solitary'

stamens.

Cylindric. Elongate and circular in cross section.

Cymbiform. Boat-shaped.

Cyme. A

are not directed forward.

Denticulate. Minutely dentate or toothed.
Depauperate. Small or poorly developed, usually due to

environmental conditions.
Depressed. Low and flattened from above.
Determinate. Said of an inflorescence in which the terminal (central) flower opens first.
Diadelphuus. Stamens united by their filaments into two
sets.

Diaphanous. Transparent.
Dichotomous. Repeatedly forked in pairs.
Dicotyledon. Plant group with two seed leaves; the Mag-

Didymous. Twin; found

in pairs, as the fruit halves in

the

genus Physaria.
Didynamous. Having 4 stamens disposed in pairs, 2 long
and 2 short, as in many Labiatae.
Diffuse. Widely and diffusely spreading.
Digitate. Fingered; shaped like an open hand; palmate.
Dilated. Flattened and broadened, as an expanded filament.
Dimorphic. Having two forms.
Dioecious. Having staminate and pistillate flowers on
different plants.

Diploid. Having two complete sets of

each

chromosomes

in

cell.

Disarticulating. Separating joint from joint at maturity,
as leaves at the petiole base.

Discoid. Disklike; having disk flowers.

A fleshy development of the receptacle about the
base of an ovary; in Compositae the tubular flowers of
the head as distinct from the ray; also spelled disc.

Disk.

Dissected. Deeply divided into numerous fine segments.

grasses.

Cultivar.

Dendritic. Branched like a tree, as .some hairs in the
Cruciferae.

noliopsida.

Cotyledon. The primary leaf or leaves of the embryo.
Creeping. Growing along the ground or just under the
surface and producing roots at the nodes.
Crenate. Having the margins with rounded teeth.
Crenulate. Crenate, but the teeth themselves small.
Crested. With a ridge or elevated rib on the summit or

ence

Greek

letter delta.

Dentate. Having the margins cut with sharp teeth that

petals.

Corona. A crown; the whorl of structures between petals
and stamens; cuplike in Narcissus or of separate parts as
in
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Deflexed. Turned abruptly downward.
Dehiscent. Opening spontaneously when ripe to discharge the contents, as an anther or fruit.

Copious. Abundant, plentiful.

Corm. A

Flora, Glossary

flat-topped or convex paniculate flower cluster,

with the central flowers opening first.
Cymose. With the flowers in a cyme.

Cymule. A small cyme.
Deciduous. Falling off; not evergreen.
Declined. Curved downward.
Decompound. More than once divided or compounded.
Decumbent. Resting on the ground, but with tip of the
stem ascending.
Decurrent. Extending down the stem below the insertion, as with leaves or stipules.
Decussate. Opposite pairs, usually applied to leaves,
alternating at right angles with those above and below.

apical;

away

Distinct. Separate; not united with parts in the

same

Opposite the point of attachment;
from the axis.
Distichous. In 2 vertical rows or ranks.
Distal.

whorl.

Diurnal. Opening during the day.
Divaricate. Widely divergent.
Divergent. Spreading.

Divided. Separated to the base.
Dolabriform. Pick-shaped as in two-armed hairs attached
at or near the middle and tapering to the ends.
Dorsal. Pertaining to the back; the surface turned away
from the axis; abaxial.
Dorsifixed. .Attached to the back.
Dorsiventral. Having an upper and lower surface.

Double. Said of flowers when

merous than

floral parts

are

more nu-

usual.

Drooping. Erect

at

the base but bending

downward

above.

Drupe. Fleshy fruit in which the inner layer of the
wall becomes hard, as in the peach.

ovar>'

Drupelet. One fruit of an aggregation of such fruits (aggregate fruit), as in a raspberry.
E-, Ex-. Latin prefix, meaning without, out of or from.
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Ebracteate. Without bracts.
Echinate. With stout bluntish prickles.

Ecotone. The area of intergradation between vegetative
types.

Ecotype. Those individuals adadpted to one kind of environmental condition.
Edaphic. Pertaining to, or influenced by, soil conditions.

An

Ellipsoid.

circle,

more than twice

widest in the center and the two ends

group Festucoidea.
Fetid. Having a disagreeable odor.

With or bearing fibers.

Fibrillose.

equal.

Emarginate. With a small notch at the apex.
Emersed. Raised above the water; emergent.
Enation. An outgrowth on the surface of an organ.
Endemic. Restricted to a geographic region, topographic
unit, or edaphic situation.
Endocarp. The inner layer of the pericarp.
Endosperm. The food storage tissue surrounding the
embryo of a seed and formed in the embryo sac, resulting from fertilization of the polar nuclei by a sperm
(typically 3n or 5n).
Enfold. To fold inward or toward one another.
Ensiform. Sword-shaped, as the leaves of an Iris.
Entire. Undivided; the margin continuous, not incised or

Filament.

A thread,

especially the stalk of an anther.

Filiform. Threadlike.

Fimbriate. Fringed.
Fistulose. Hollow, often rather enlarged.
Flabellate. Fanlike.

Flaccid.

Weak, limp or flabby.

Fleshy. Thick and juicy; succulent.

Flexuose. Zigzag.
Floccose. Bearing tufts of soft woolly hair.

A somewhat elongate tube of the perianth or

Floral tube.

other
Floret.

floral parts.

Lemma and palea of the small included flower of a

grass; also the small flower of the

Floriferous. Bearing or producing

toothed.

Epidermis. The cellular covering layer of an organ, as a
stem, or root.

Epigynous. Attached

at

A

Flower.

Ephemeral. Lasting for short time.
leaf,

fruits.
;

form of a flattened

as long as broad,

Faveolate (alveolate). Honeycombed, as with the surface
of some Phacelia seeds and the receptacle of many
Compositae.
Fenestrate. Perforated with openings or translucent areas, as in schizocarps of Malvaceae.
Fertile. Said of pollen-bearing stamens and seed-bearing
Festucoid. Like a Festuca a plant belonging to the grass

elliptic solid.

Elliptic. In the
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the top of the ovary or apparently

Compositae.

many flowers.

branch, typically consisting of four
and pistils, but one
or more of the whorls often lacking.
Foliaceous. Leaflike.
whorls,

Foliolate.

fertile

i.e.

sepals, petals, stamens,

Having

leaflets.

so.

A name

Epithet.

given to a plant,

e.

g.

,

utahensis in

Equitant. Overlapping in 2 ranks; as the leaves of an Iris.
Erect. Upright in relation to the ground, or sometimes

perpendicular to the surface of attachment.
if

gnawed.

Fornices.

White through failure to develop chlorophyll
and usually elongate and spindly.
Evanescent. Soon disappearing; lasting only a short time.

Etiolated.

leaf lacking a terminal leaflet.

Evergreen. Remaining green over winter; not deciduous
altogether.

Excurrent. Extending beyond the margin, as in a leaf
base extending down the stem.
Exfoliate. To come ofi^ in scales or flakes, as the bark of

some

trees.

Exocarp. The outer layer of the pericarp.
Explanate. Spread out flat.
Exserted. Protruding, as stamens projecting from the
Extrorse. Facing inward; said of anther dehiscence.
Exudate. Anything excreted, often forming a deposit on
the surface of plant part.
Falcate. Sickle-shaped.

Outer whorl of perianth parts in an Iris the sepals.
Farinaceous. Having a mealy texture or surface.
Farinose. Covered with meallike particles as in some taxa
Falls.

;

Fascicle.

Much

flattened or convoluted

widening of its stem,

A

due

to a teralo-

as in cacti.

close cluster or bundle of flowers, leaves,

set of small

appendages

in the throat of the

corolla in the Boraginaceae.

Fornix.

One

of a set of small appendages in the corolla

throat in the Boraginaceae.

Foveate. Pitted.
Foveolate. Pitted, the diminutive of foveate.
Free. Not joined to other organs.
Free-central. Said of an axile placenta standing free in the
center of an ovary with one locule.
Frond. Leaf of a fern.
Fruit. The ripened pistil with all of its accessory parts.
Fruticose. Shrubby or shrublike, also frutescent.

Frutescent. Shrubby or bushy in the same sense of being

woody.

The

stalk

by which the ovule

is

attached to the

placenta.

Funnelform. Cradually widening upwards,

like a funnel.

Fusiform. Spindle-shaped, thickest near the middle and
tapering toward each end.
Galea. The upper lip in certain 2-lipped corollas, as in
Castilleja

Caleate. Hollow and vaulted, as

in

many

lipped corollas.
in the al-

Connected or drawn

ternation of generations (see sporophyte); greatly re-

duced in seed plants.
Camopetalous. Corolla with

petals united; also

sym-

petalous.

stems, or roots.
Fasciculate.

i.

A

Cametophyte. The gamete-bearing generation

of Chenupodium
logical

=

Funiculus.

corolla; not included.

Fasciated.

milkweed.

Forma. The ultimate category in plant classification, typically based on minor morphological differences; abbreviation

Estipulate. Without stipules (also exstipulate).

Even pinnate. A compound

A dry, dehiscent fruit, consisting of a single
carpel which opens only on the ventral suture, as in the

Follicle.

Astragalus utahensis.

Erose. Irregularly toothed as

Foliose. Closely clothed with leaves; leaflike.

into a bundle.

Fastigiate. Clustered, parallel, erect branches.

Gamosepalous. Calyx with united
lous.

sepals; also synsepa-

.

Welsh etal: A Utah

1987
Geniculate. Abruptly bent.

Genome. The chromosome compliment.
Genus (pi. genera). A grouping usually consisting of two
or more closely related species (less commonly a single
species)

marked by morphological and often other

dis-

leaf.

A barbed

so.

Glutinous. Sticky; with a sticky exudation.

Graduate. Marked with small regular distances.
Granular. Covered with very small grains or granules;
minutely mealy.
Gymnosperm. A cone-bearing vascular plant, e.g., a
conifer.

Gynaecandrous. Having staminate and pistillate flowers
in the same spikelet, the latter above the former.
Gynandrium. A column bearing stamens and pistils.
Gynandrous. Stamens adnate to the pistil.
Gynobase. An elongation of the receptacle supporting the
or nutlets, as in the Boraginaceae.

Gynoecium. Collectively, the pistils of a flower.
Gynophore. The stalk of the pistil of recptacular origin,
in some Astragalus species.

as

Habit. General appearance of a plant.

The

part of the environment

where

a plant

grows.

Halophyte. A plant adapted to salty soil.
Hanging garden. A vegetated, moist alcove or bedding
plane in sandstone, typical of the canyons of the Colorado River.
Hastate. Arrowhead-shaped but with the basal lobes
turned outward.
Head. A dense globular cluster of sessile or subsessile
flowers arising from a common receptacle.
Helicoid cyme. A one-sided cymose inflorescence that
appears to uncoil from the end, as in Boraginaceae.
Hemi-. Greek prefix meaning half.
Hemispheric. Half spherical.
Herb. A plant without a persistent woody stem, at least
above ground.
Herbaceous. Pertaining to an herb; opposed to woody;
having the texture or odor of a foliage leaf; dying to the
ground each year.

Herbarium. A

collection of dried plants; the place

where

such a collection is housed.
Hetero-. Greek prefix meaning unlike or different.

Heterogamous. Having flowers of

many Compositae.
Heteromorphic. Of more

hairs.

stiff

or bristly hairs.

Holosericeous. Covered with fine and silky hairs.
Holotype. The one specimen on which the name of a
species or other taxon is based.

Homomorphous.

All alike, as the nutlets in

cates a previously

the base of a grass spikelet.

Habitat.

Hispid. Rt)ugh, with

Homonym. A taxonomic name

hair or bristle.

Glomerate. Densely compacted in clusters.
Glomerulate. Arranged in small, compact clusters.
Glomerule. A compact capitate cyme.
Glume. A chaffy bract; especially one of the pair of bracts

pistil(s)

stiff

some

Boragi-

naceae; having perfect flowers of only one type.

Glochidiate. Pubescent with barbed prickles or heads.

at

on a bean, marking the point of

Hispidulous. Minutely hispid.

Glandular. Bearing glands.
Glaucescent. Slightly glaucous; becoming glaucous.
Glaucous. Covered or whitened with a bloom, as a cab-

Glochid.

as

Hirtellous. Minutely hirsute.

protuberance, or appendage which

Globose. Spherical or nearly

cell.

Hilum. Ascaronaseed,

Hirsutulous. Minutely hirsute; hirtellous.

secretes a usually sticky fluid.

bage

Heterosporous. Producing spores of two kinds, microspores and megaspores.
Hexaploid. I laving six complete sets of chromosomes per

Hirsute. Rough, with coarse,

Gibbous. Swollen on one side; ventricose.
Glabrate. Becoming glabrous in age.
Glabrous. Without hairs.

A depression,
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attachment.

tinctions from other genera in a family.

Gland.
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different sex, as in

and

rejected because

validly published

dupliat

the

same rank.
Homosporous. With spores all alike in size and shape.
Homostylous. With anthers and style the same length.
Hood. A covering; the arching upper petal in Aconitum
Host. A plant that nourishes a parasite.
Hyaline. Translucent, when viewed in transmitted light.
Hybrid. A cross between two species, subspecies, varieties, or genera.
Hydrophyte. An aquatic or water plant.
Hypanthium. A cup-shaped structure on which the calyx,
corolla, and often the stamens are inserted; in perigyny, the "calyx tube '.
Hypocotyl. The axis of a plant embryo or seedling below
the cotyledon.
Hypogeous. Growing or living below the surface of the
ground.
Hypogynous. Borne on the receptacle below or free of the
pistil, as with sepals, petals, and stamens.
Igneous. Specifically, formed by volcanic action or intense heat, as with igneous rock.
Imbricate. Overlapping as shingles on a roof
Immersed. Growing under water.
Imparipinnate. Unequally pinnate; odd-pinnate.
Incised. Cut more or less deeply and sharply, intermediate between toothed and lobed.
Included. Not protruding beyond the surrounding organ
or envelope.
Incumbent. Lying upon, as an anther against the inner
face of its filament.
Incurved. Curved inward.
Indehiscent. Not splitting open at maturity.

Indeterminate. Not terminated absolutely, as in an inflorescence that continues to flower at the distal end of the
axis.

Indigenous. Native to the area.
Indurate. Hardened.

Indusium. In ferns, the epidermal outgrowth that covers
or invests the sorus.
Inferior.

Lower or beneath,

as with the ovary

when

it is

below the other parts of a flower.
Inflated. Blown up; bladdery.
Inflorescence.

The flower cluster of a plant.

Infraspecific.

A taxonomic

species,

i.e.,

category below the rank of

subspecies, variety, or form.

Innate. Borne on the apex of the support; in an anther the
antithesis of adnate.

Inrolled. Involute; curled or curved inward.

than one kind or form.

it

name

Inserted. Attached to or growing upon.
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Integument. The outer covering of an ovule.

as in

Introduced. Brought in (usually purposefully) from another area.
Introgression. Infusion of genetic material from different

intermediate hybrid progeny capable

of transferring genetic material to both parental types.

Faced or turned toward the

Introrse.

axis.

A

secondary involucre, as the bracts subtending the secondary umbels in the Apiaceae.

Involucel.

A whorl of bracts subtending a flower cluster,
heads of Compositae.
Involute. With the edges rolled inward toward the upper
Involucre.

as in the

side; not revolute.

Showing a lack of uniformity;
metric, as a zygomorphic flower.

Irregular.

bilaterally

sym-

Isotype. Duplicate of the holotype.

The node of a grass stem or cactus as in Opuntia
Jointed. With nodes or places of real or apparent articulaJoint.

tion.

Keel.

A prominent dorsal ridge,

boat; the

analogous to the keel of a

two lower united petals of a papilionaceous

corolla.

Key.

A

choices are presented, the solution of which allows one

determine the name of the taxonomic rank of any
unknown plant.
Krummholz. Literally wind-forest; the low wind-deto

formed

forest at tree or timberline.

Labiate. Lipped; a

member of the

Labiatae.

Lacerate. Appearing irregularly torn or

cleft.

Cut into narrow lobes or segments.
Lamina. The blade or expanded part of a leaf, petal,
Laciniate.

etc.

Lanate. Woolly; densely clothed with long entangled
hairs.

Lanceolate. Lance-shaped;

much

ta-

base.

On or at

the side.

Latex. Milky sap.

A segment of a compound leaf.
Legume. A superior 1-loculed fruit derived from

Leaflet.

pistil,

a sim-

usually dehiscent into two valves having the

seeds attached along the ventral suture; a leguminous
plant.

In grasses, the lower of the two bracts

immedi-

ately enclosing the floret.

Corky spots on young bark, arising in relation
epidermal stomates.
Lenticular. Lens-shaped.
Lepidote. (Covered with fine scurly scales.
Ligneous. Woody; of or resembling wood.
Ligulate. Strap-shaped; furnished with a ligule.
Lenticels.
to the

The strap-shaped

Ligule.

tae; the thin collarlike

blade

The

"cell

or cavity of an organ, applied to pistils

and stamens.
Loculicidal. Dehiscent longitudinally through the middle
of the back of a pericarp, directly into the locule.
Lodicule. Paired rudiments at the base of the ovary in
grass flowers, which spread the palea and lemma by
swelling at anthesis.

Loment. A legume which

is

constricted

between the

seeds.

Longitudinal. Along the long

axis.

Lyrate. Lyre-shaped; pinnatifid, with the terminal lobe
large and rounded, the lower lobes small.
Machaerantheroid. With squarrose or recurved type on
involucral bracts, as in Machaeranthera
Macro-. Greek prefix meaning large or long.
Macrophyll. A large leaf, as the complex, usually few- to
many-veined leaves of higher vascular plants; see microphyll.

at

in which macrospores are
produced; see niegasporangium.
Macrospore. The larger of two kinds of spores in Selaginellaceae; see megaspore.
Macrosporophyll. The modified leaf that bears the
macrosporangium; see megasporophyll.
Maculate. Blotched or spotted.
Magnoliopsida. Dicotyledoneae or dicots.
Malpighian hair. Straight appressed hairs attached above
the base and tapering to the free tips; pick-shaped.
Mammillate. Having nipples, or nipplelike protruber-

ances.
falling off, as the persis-

tent leaves at the bases of some plants.

Marginate. Distinctly margined.
Medial. Of the middle.
Megasporangium. The spore case bearing the megaspore.

Lax. Loose, with component parts separated.

Lemma.

Locule.

Marcescent. Withering without
longer than broad,

pering from below the middle to the apex and to the

ple

Locally abundant. Abundant where found, but not occurring uniformly.

Macrosporangium. The organ

graphic divice wherein series of alternative

Lateral.

One of two segments of an irregular corolla or calyx,
many Labiatae; a labium.
Lobe. A division or segment of an organ, as of a leaf.
Lobulate. Made up of lobules.
Lobule. A small lobe.
Lip.

Between the ribs or nerves.
Internode. The portion of stem between two nodes.
Interrupted. Not continuous.
Intercostal.

taxa, resulting in
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part of a ray corolla in

Composi-

appendage on the inside of the

the junction with the sheath in grasses.

Moncotyledoneae or monocots.
Limb. The expanded flat part of an organ, especially the
expanded part of a gamopetalous corolla.
Linear. Resembling a line; long and narrow, of uniform

Liliopsida.

width, as the leaf blades of grasses.

Megaspore. A synonym of macrospore; the female spore.
Megasporophyll. A fertile, modified leaf bearing the
megasporangium; a carpel.

Membranous. Of
and

the nature of a

membrane;

thin, soft,

pliable.

-merous. A suffix denoting parts or numbers, as
.3-merous.
Mericarp. A portion of a schizocarp, as in Umbelliferae.
Mesocarp. The middle layer or coat of a fruit.
Mesophyte. A plant growing where moisture conditions
are moderate.
Micro-. Creek prefix meaning small.
Microphyll. A small leaf as the simple, usually 1-veined
leaves u{ Ltjcopinjto and h'Afuisctophiita
Microsporangium. The organ producing microspores.
Microspore. The smaller of the two kinds of spores, as in
Selaginellaceae; the male spore.
Microsporophyll. A fertile leaf bearing microsporangia; a
stamen.
Midrib. TIk' central rib of a leiif Or other ogran.
Monadelphous. Stamens united by their filaments into a tube
surrounding the gynoecium, as in malvaceous flowers.
.

.
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Monocarpic. Bearing

fruit

but once and then dying; an

animal or biennial.
Monoclinous. Ha\ing stamens and

j'jistils

in

the

same

flower.

Monocotyledon. Plant group with one seed

leaf; IJliop-

sida.

Monecious. Having staminate and

pistillate flowers

on

the same plant, but not perfect ones.

end or along the

cilage.

Mucro. A small and short abrupt tip of an organ.
Mucronate. Possessing a short and straight point (mucro),

some

appendage

Palate. .\n

in

the throat of an irregular flower

partly or completely closing the throat.

One

Palea.

of the chafflike scales on the receptacle of

the inner bract off a grass floret,

often partly surrovmded by the

lemma.

Paleaceous. Covered with or resembling chaffy scales.
Palmate. Lobed or veined where the branches arise from
a

common

point, like the fingers of a hand.

Palmatifid. Palmately lobed or

cleft.

Pandurate. Fiddle-shaped.

leaves.

Multi-. Latin

Ovuliferous. Bearing ovules.

many Compositae;

sides.

Mottled. Marked with colored spots.
Mucilaginous. Moist and viscid; slimy; composed of mu-

as

elliptic.

Ovary. The part of the pistil that contains the ovules.
Ovate. With the outline of an egg in longitudinal section,
the bradest end downward.
Ovoid. Egg-shaped.
Ovule. The megasporangium and associated integuments
of a seed plant; the part within an ovary that becomes a
seed.

Monotypic. Having one representative, as a family with
one genus.
Montane. Crowing in the mountains.
Moraines. A mass of rocks, gravels, or sand deposited by a
glacier at the terminal

Oval. BroadK'
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prefi.x,

Multifid. Cleft into

meaning many.

many narrow

Panicle

lobes or segments.

(adj. paniculate).

A compound racemose inflores-

cence; (said of such inflorescences).

Muricate. Rough with short and firm sharp excrescences.

Naked. Nude.

Papilionaceous. Applied to the butterflylike corolla of the
pea, with banner, wings, and keel.

Naturalized. Said of plants introduced from elsewhere

Papillae. Soft superficial glands or protuberances.

but

now established.

Nectary.

An organ which

secretes nectar.

Pappose. Pappus-bearing.
Pappus. The modified calyx limb on Compositae, consisting of a crown of fjristles or scales at the

small nut.

summit

of the

achene.
Parallel veined.

leaves.

arising

With veins

parallel with the leaf axis, or

from the midrib and parallel

to

each other to the

margin.

An organism that uses energy or water at the
expense of another organism (the host).
Parietal. Attached to the wall of the ovarv instead of to
Parasite.

,

Ob-. A Latin prefix usually signifying inversion.
Obconic. Conical, but attached at the narrower end.
Obcordate. Inversely cordate.
Oblanceolate. Inversely lanceolate.
Oblique. With unequal sides, slanting.
Oblong. Much longer than broad, with nearly parallel

the

axis.

Parted. Deeply cleft nearly to the base.

With narrow closely set divisions

Pectinate.

like the teeth

of a comb.

Pedate. Palmate, with the lateral lobes 2-cleft.
Pedicel. The stalk of a single flower in a flower cluster, or
of a spikelet in grasses.

sides.

Obovate. Shaped

like the longitudinal section of

an egg,

but with the broadest part toward the tip.
Obovoid. Inversely ovoid.
Obsolete. Rudimentary or not evident, as an organ that
almost entirely suppressed; vestigial.

dril or pair

is

of leaflets.

Odoriferous. Having an odor.
Operculum. A lid, as with the deciduous cap of a circumscissle fruit.

Opposite. Set against, as leaves when two at a node; one
part in front of another, as a stamen in front of a petal.
Orbicular. Approximately circular in outline.
Orchroleucous. Yellowish white.

The mouthlike opening of a tubular corolla at the

tube opening.
Outcross. To exchange pollen with other plants; opposite
of selling.

Pedicellate.

Having

a pedicel, as in

many

flowers.

Peduncle. The stalk of a flower or of a flower cluster.
Pedunculate. Having a peduncle, as a flower cluster.

Obtuse. Blunt to almost rounded at the end.
Ocrea. A sheath around the stem derived from the stipules; chiefly in the Polygonaceae.
Odd-pinnate. Having a terminal leaflet instead of a ten-

Orifice.

rounded or swollen projec-

tions.

Nodding. Bent to one side.
Nodulose. Having minute nodules; finely knobby.
Nut. A hard, indehiscent, usually 1-seeded fruit, produced from a compound ovary.

A

papillae.

Pappillose. Bearing minute

Nerve. A simple vein or slender rib of a leaf or bract.
Neuter. Lacking functional stamens or gynoecium.
Nocturnal. Opening at night, as in flowers o{ Oenothera
Node. The joint of a stem; the point of insertion of a leaf or

Nutlet.

Having

Papillate.

Nectariferous. Having nectar.

Pellucid. Clear, transparent or nearly so.
flat body having a stalk attached
lower surface instead of at the base or margin.
Pendulous. Hanging downward; pendent.
Pepo. An indehiscent, fleshy, I-loculed or falsely
3-loculed, many-seeded berry, usually with a hard

Peltate. Shield-shaped; a
to the

rind, as in the

cucumber.

Perennate. To renew
caudex.
Perennial.
Perfect.

A

Of three

or

itself,

as with lateral shoots

more years

from a

duration.

flower having both stamens and

pistils.

With the leaf entirely surrounding the stem.
Perforate. With holes (see Thijsanocarpus cttrtipes CruPerfoliate.

ciferae).

Perianth.

The

floral

envelopes; collectively, the calyx and

when they are alike.
The ripened wialls of the ovary,

corolla, especially

Pericarp.
fruit.

referring to the
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Perigynium
ing the

(pi.

perigynia).

pistil in

The scalelike organ surround-

Pernicious. Highly injurious or destructive in character;
deadly.

One

Remaining attached,

as a calyx

on the

fruit.

of the second whorl of floral parts or parts of a

Resembling a

The petiole of a leaflet of a compound leaf.
Phloem. The usually food conductive tissue; bark.
Phyllode. A leaflike petiole with no blade, as in some
Petiolule.

Astragalus species.

Bearing

Pilose.

soft

and

A

pinnae).

(pi.

pinnate

straight hairs.

leaflet or

primary division of a

leaf.

A compound leaf, having leaflets arranged
each side of a common petiole; featherlike.

Pinnate.

Pinnatifid. Pinnately cleft into

on

narrow lobes not reaching

the midrib.

The secondary

pinna, as in thrice

compound

The ovule-bearing organ

of a flower, consisting of

stigma and ovary, usually with a style between; gynoecium; a megasporophyll.
Pistillate. Provided with pistils and without stamens; fe-

male
Pith.

(carpellate).

The parenchymatous

tissue in the

stem center

in

Magnoliopsida.
Pitted.

Placenta

(pi.

pits or depressions.

placentae).

The ovule-bearing

part of an

The arrangement

or orientation of the pla-

Pseudoscape.

A

plant growing in sand.

false scape, as in a tulip

where not

all

Puberulent. Minutely pubescent.
Pubescent. Covered with short, soft hairs; downy.
Pulvinate. Cushion-shaped.
Pulvinus (pi. pulvini). An enlargement at a leaf or

leaflet

base.

Punctate. Dotted with punctures or with translucent pitted glands or with colored dots.
in a rigid,

sharp point or prickle; acrid

Pustulate. Bearing irregular blisterlike swellings or pustules, mostly at the bases of hairs.
Pyramidal. Shaped like a pyramid.
Pyriform. Pear-shaped.
Pyxis. A capsule whose top comes off as a lid.
Raceme. A simple, elongated, indeterminate inflorescence with each flower subequally pedicelled.

Racemose. Having racemes; racemelike.

A

small rachis, specifically the axis of a grass

Rachis.

The

raceme or of a compound

axis of a spike or

Radiate. Spreading from a

common center;

bearing rays.

Radical. Pertaining to roots.

centa.

Plano-convex. Flat on one side and convex on the other.

Plumbeous. Lead-colored.
Plumose. Feathery; having fine hairs on each side as a
plume.
Pluricipital. Many headed, as in a branched caudex.
Pod. Any dry, dehiscent fruit, especially a legume.
Pollen. The male microspores of seed plants located in the
anther.

Pollinum (pi. pollinia). The pollen masses of the orchids
and milkweeds.

Greek prefix, meaning many.
Polychrome. Many colored.
Polygamous. Bearing unisexual and bisexual flowers on

Poly-.

same

plant.

Polymorphic. Of many forms.
Polypetalous. With a corolla of separate petals.
Polyploid.

With three or more

chromosomes

sets of

in

cell.

embryo below the

cotyle-

Raphe. A ridge along the side of a seed adjacent

to the

hilum.

Ray.

A

primary branch of an umbel;

in

Compositae, the

ligule of a ray flower.

Receptacle. That portion of the floral axis upon which the
flower parts are borne; in Compositae, that which bears
the flowers in the head.

Recurved. Curved backward or downward.
Reduced. With parts diminished; diminished.
Reflexed. Bent downward.
Regular. Said of a flower having radial symmetry, with
the parts in each series alike.
Relict. A species with a disjunct distribution left over
from an earlier geological period.
Remote. Distantly spaced.
Reniform. Kidney-shaped.
Repand. With an undulating margin, less strongly wavy
than sinuate.

fleshy fruit

made up mostly

of

a modified floral

tube, an apple, pear, or haw.
Poricidal. (Opening

Radicle. That portion of the

dons.

Plicate. Plaited; folded as a fan.

Pome. A

Psammophyte. A

leaf.

Placentation.

each

The gametophyte in the alternation of genera-

tions (see sporophyte), especially in ferns.

spikelet.

ovary.

the

Prothallus.

Rachilla.

Having small

upon the ground.

(flavor).

leaves of ferns.
Pistil.

flat

Pungent. Ending

Pinnatisect. Pinnately cut to the midrib.

Pinnule.

Proliferous. Bearing offshoots or bulblets.

leaves are basal.

Pilosulose. Bearing very small, soft, straight hairs.

Pinna

First.

Primary leaflet. The apical leaflet; the only one produced
on some early leaves.
Procumbent. Trailing on the ground, but not rooting.

Pruinose. Having a waxy powdery surface; covered with
whitish dust or bloom.

petal.

A leafstalk.

Petiole.

the upper side of

Prickle. Sharp outgrowth of the bark or epidermis.

Prostrate. Lying

corolla, usually colored.

Petaloid.

axis;

Precocious. Flowering before the leaves appear.

Primary.

inserted on the floral tube.

Petal.

the side toward the

the flower; at or toward the back.

Carex.

Perigynous. Borne around the ovary in contrast to beneath it, as when the stamens, corolla, and sepals are

Persistent.

On

Posterior.

No. 9

by means of pores,

of poppies.

Porrect. Like a parrot beak.

as in the capsules

Repent. IVostrate and rooting.
Replicate. I'Olded backward.

Replum.
silicles;

Partition

between the two locules of silitiues or

see Cruciferae.

Resinous. Bearing resin.

.
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Reticulate.

a network; net-veined.

Selenophyte.

and

Retrorse. Bent backward or downward.

Retuse. Notched shallowly

at a

Rhizomatous. Having rhizomes.
Rhizome. An underground stem or rootstock, with scales,
leaves, and buds at the nodes.
Rhombic. Diamond-shaped.
Rhomboidal. Approaching a rhombic outline; quadrangular, with the lateral angles obtuse; diamond-shaped.
Riparian. Growing along stream banks.
Root. The usually below ground axis of a plant, lacking
nodes, scalelike leaves, and regularly placed buds.

from

a

A crowded

cluster of radiating leaves arising

shortened stem

Rostrate.

With

at or

near ground

level.

a short, stout beak.

Rosulate. With a collection of clustered leaves; a rosette.
Rotate. Wheel-shaped; said of a sympetalous corolla with
obsolete tube and with a flat and circular limb.

Rotund. Roimded in outline.
Rudimentary. Imperfectly developed;
Rufus. Reddish-brown in color.

Sac.

stem rooting

at

the

tip.

The cavity of an

Arrowhead-shaped,
turned downward.

Sagittate.

A

with

the

basal

lobes

corolla with slender tube, abruptly ex-

panding into a flat limb, as in Phlox
Samara. An indehiscent, winged fruit.
Saprophyte. A plant living on dead organic matter, without chlorophyll and not parasitic.
Scaberulose.
Intermediate between scabrous and
minutely pilose.
Scabrid. Minutely scabrous.
Scabrous. Rough to the touch, owing to the structure of
the epidermis or to the presence of short stiff hairs.
Scale.

Any

thin, scarious bract, usually a vestigial leaf.

Scandent. Climbing.
Scape. A leafless peduncle rising from the ground in
acaulescent plants.
Scapose. With the flowers borne on a scape.
Scarious. Thin, dry, and membraneous, not green.
Schizocarp. An indehicent fruit that splits at maturity into
two or more one-seeded segments (mericarps).

A

Scorpioid.

one-sided inflorescence with a circinately

coiled axis like a scorpion's

tail.

Scurfy. Clothed with small branlike scales.

Secondary leaflet. The leaflet below the terminal one.
Secund. Arranged on one side only; unilateral.
Seed. The ripened ovule; the integuments, embryo, and
endosperm (when present).
Seep. A moist location where underground water comes
to the surface.

Segment.

A

Segregate.

division or part of a leaf or other organ.

To

A segment of a calyx, or a segment of a perianth
where only one whorl is present.

Sepal.

Sepaloid. Sepallike.

Dehiscence of a capsule through the septa and
between the locules.

Septicidal.

Septate. Bearing septae or partitions.

Septum. A partition between the
Seriate. Disposed in rows.

cavities, as in

Sericeous. Silky with long, slender,

appressed

an ovary.

more or

soft,

less

hairs.

Serotinous. Late coming; late to

leaf, flower, or appear.
Serrate. Saw-toothed, the sharp teeth pointed forward.
Serrulate. Minutely serrate.

Attached directly by the base, not stalked,

Sessile.

as a

leaf without a petiole.

Seta.

setae)

(pi.

A

bristle.

Sheathing. Enclosed with a sheath, as the sheath of a
grass leaf that surrounds the stem.

A woody plant smaller than a tree and with several
many stems.

Shrub.
to

Sigmoid. Doubly curved, as

A

in the letter S;

S-shaped.

short silique, typically less than twice as long as

wide.

A many-seeded capsule of the Cruciferae, with
two valves splitting from the bottom and leaving the
placentae with the false partition (replum) between
them, typically more than twice as long as wide.
Silky. Like covered with silk; sericeous.
Simple. Unbranched, as a stem or hair; not compound, as
a leaf; single, as a pistil of one carpel.
Silique.

anther.

Saccate. Bag-shaped.

Salverform.

or nearly.

Silicle.

trailing

soil,

Sheath. The tubular basal part of the leaf that encloses the
stem, as in the grasses and sedges.

vestigial.

ing

nodes or

(prefix).

the

grows only on selenium bearing soils.
Literally half but used as meaning partly

Setose. Beset with bristles.

Ruga (pi. rugae). A wrinkle or fold.
Rugose. Wrinkled.
Rugulose. Somewhat wrinkled.
Runcinate. Sharply pinnatifid or incised, the lobes pointdownward.
Runner. A slender stolon or

843

A plant that takes up selenium from

typically

Semi-,

rounded apex.

Revolute. Rolled backward from both margins toward the
underside.

Rosette.

Flora, Glossary

separate.

Seleniferous. Bearing selenium.

Sinuate. With a strongly

wavy margin.

Sinuous. Sinuate, with a deeply wavy margin.

The cleft or recess between two lobes of an
panded organ such as a leaf.
Smooth. Not rough to the touch.
Sinus.

ex-

Soboliferous. Bearing sobols; elongate caudex branches.

borne singly.
Sonoran habitat. Warm to hot desert
George, Washington County.
Solitary. Alone,

Sordid.

Sorus

Of a dull

(pi.

place

sori).

habitat, as at St.

or dirty hue.

The

fertile

where sporangia

portion of a fern frond; the

are borne.

Spathaceous. Spathe bearing; like a spathe.
Spathe. A bract or pair of bracts enclosing a flower cluster.

Spatulate. Like a spatula, a blade rounded above and

gradually tapering to the base.
Species.

An agglomeration of related individuals with a
mode of reproduction at a given point of time.

similiar

Spicate.

Having the form of or arranged

in

a spike.

An elongated rachis of sessile flowers or spikelets.
Spikelet. A secondary spike; the ultimate flower cluster in
Spike.

grasses, consisting of

two glumes and one or more

florets, also in sedges.

A sharp-pointed, stiff, woody body, arising from
below the epidermis; commonly the counterpart of a

Spine.

stipule.

Spinulose. Having spinules.
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Sporangium

A

Spore.

(pi.

sporangia).

reproductive

from meiotic

A

spore case or

reproductive

cell division in specialized

structures (sporangia).

The receptacle containing sporangia

Sporocarp.

or

Sporophyll.

A spore-bearing leaf.

Spreading. Diverging almost to the horizontal; nearly
slender, saclike, nectariferous process from a

scale, as applied to

some types of pappus

in

The stem of an organ.
Stamen. The male organ of the flower

that bears pollen;

the microsporophyll.

Staminate. Having stamens but not pistils; said of a flower
or plant that is male, hence not seed-bearing.
Staminode. A sterile stamen, or what corresponds to a
stamen.

Standard. Banner or uppermost petal

in

leguminous

Stem. The usually above ground

axis of a plant

bearing

stamen lacking an anther.
Stigma. The receptive part of the pistil on which the
pollen germinates.

The

stalk

beneath an ovary that

is

inserted

upon the

receptacle (see gynophore).

The stipule of a leaflet.
With a stipe or stalk.

The

free

from the

dehiscence of fruits or anthers; the
union or division between coherent

line of

line of a natural

Syconium. Fruit of a fig; inflorescence with inverted hollow recptacle bearing flowers internally, the whole

Symmetric. Said of a flower having the same number of
parts in each circle.
Sympatric. Growing together, or having the same distribution.

Sympetalous. With petals united
gamopetalous.

in a

one-piece corolla;

Greek prefix, meaning united.
Synonym. An outmoded systematic name,
Syn-.

as with a spe-

One
at

and

roots originate.

Tawny. Dull brownish yellow.
Taxa. Two or more taxonomic

entities as with

two spe-

cies.

Taxon. Any taxonomic entity, division,

class,

order,

Classification; principals of classification.

climbing plant grasps

of the pair of usually foliaceous appendages

the base of the petiole in

many

plants.

modified stem bending over and rooting at the
or creeping and rooting at the nodes; a horizontal

stem that gives rise to a new plant at its tip.
Stoloniferous. Having stolons.
Stomate. A breathing pore or aperture in the epidermis.
Stone. The hardened, bony endocarp of a drupe enclosing
the seed.

and upright, not

at all lax or

Tepals.

A segment

its

support.

of a perianth, either sepal or petal, as

in the Polygonceae.
Terete. Cylindric; round in cross section.
Ternate. In 3 s, as a leaf consisting of three

Terrestrial.

Growing on ground

as

leaflets.

opposed

to in water;

not aquatic.
Tesselate. Checkered.

Testa.

The outer seed

coat.

Tetradynamous. Having four long and two short
mens.
Tetraploid. With four complete sets of chromosomes

Stramineous. Strawlike as color or terture.
Striate. Marked with fine longitudinal lines or furrows.
straight

usually boulders

Tendril, a slender, coiling or twining organ by which a

A

Very

The accumulation of detritus,

smaller particles.

Taxonomy.

Stipulate. Bearing stipules.

spread-

ing.

sta-

in a

nucleus; a plant with such a condition.

Thorn. A short, hard, woody, modified stem with a sharp

Minutely strigose.
Strigose. Clothed with sharp and

Strigillose.

point.
stiff

appressed straight

hairs.

between

strigose

and

pilose.

Thyrse.

Strobilus. Conelike aggregation of sporophylls; a cone.

The contracted portion of the

pistil

The orifice of a gamopetalous corolla; the ex-

prefix usually signifying

rather, or almost.

Submersed. Submerged.

somewhat,

A compact,

ovate panicle;

strictly, a

at

slightly,

panicle with

cymose.
Tomentose. With tomentum; covered with a rather short,
the main axis indeterminate, but other

between the

ovary and the stigma.
Stylopodium. An enlargement or disklike expansion
the base of the style as in the Apiaceae.

A

Throat.

panded portion between the limb and tube proper.

Strigulose. Intermediate

Sub-.

is

floral organs.

genus, species, etc.

Stipitate.

Style.

other

Taproot. The primary root from which smaller secondary

nodes, leaves, end buds.
Sterile. Infertile or barren, as a

Strict.

furrowed, or chan-

neled.

Talus.

Stellate. Star-shaped.

tip

Woody; diminutively shrubby.

Longitudinally grooved,

Sulcate.

cies published superflously.

flowers.

found

soft).

ripening.

bracts (see machaerantheroid).
Stalk.

Stolon.

the leaf subtends

parts.

the Compositae.

Squarrose. Rough or scurfy with spreading and outstanding processes; recurved at the tips, as the involucral of

Stipule.

to, as

but not necessarily low.
Suffruticose.

Suture.

petal or sepal.

Squama. A

Stipel.

Subtend. To be below and close
the shoot borne in its axis.
Subulate. Awl-shaped.

below the rank of

varieties.

Superior. Growing above, as an ovary that

prostrate.

Stipe.

more

Suffrutescent. Obscurely shrubby; very slightly woody,

Sporophyte. The spore-bearing generation in alternation
of generations (see gametophyte), the usual plant seen
in seed plants, ferns, and other vascular plants.

A

unit of classificaation

species consisting of two or

Succulent. Juicy; fleshy (and sometimes

spores.

Spur.

A

Subspecies.

sac.

haploid, resulting

cell, typically
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densely matted, soft white wool.
Tomentulose. Slightly tomentose.
Tomentum. A cobwebb)' covering of

itxes

hairs.

Tooth. Any small marginal lobe.
Torose. With swellings at intervals.
Tortuous. Bent or twisted in different directions.

.
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Torulose. Constricted between the seeds.
Tracheophyta. The vascular phints.
Trailing. Creeping, said of plants with

A

Utricle.

small, bladdery,

845
1-seeded usually indehiscent

fruit.

weak very long

Vaginate. Sheathed.

Trichome. \ hair.
Trichotomous. Three-forked.

Opening by valves, as in most dehiscent fruits
and some anthers.
Valve. One of the segments into which a dehiscent capsule or legume separates.
Variety. A taxonomic subunit of a species or subspecies.
Vascular. Conductive; with conductive tissue (i.e. xylem
and phloem).
Vascular plant. A plant with xylem and phloem.
Vein. A vascular bundle of a leaf or other flat organ.
Velum. The membranous indusium (covering) in the
genus Isoetes

Tridentate. Three-toothed.

Velutinous. Velvety.

Trifid. Three-cleft to about the middle.

Venation. The arrangement of the veins of a

stems, as in Convolvolus

Valvate.

Transulucent. Nearly transparent.
Transverse. At a right angle (across) to the longitudinal
axis.

Tree. A woody perennial usually with a single main trunk
or stem.
Tri-. Prefix, meaning three as in trifohate (with three
leaflets).

Tribe. Subdivision of a family.

Trifoliate.

With three

Trigonous. Three-angled.

leaf.

Triternate. Thrice or three times ternate.

Ventricose. Swollen or inflated on one side, as in

Truncate. As if cut squarely at the end.
Tube. A hollow structure, as in the fused (lower) part of a
united corolla or calyx.
Tuber. A thickened, solid, short underground stem with
nodes bearing buds.
Tubercle, h. small tuberlike prominence or nodule; the
persistent base of the style in some Cyperaceae.
Tuberculate. Bearing tubercles.
Tuberous. Producing or resembling a tuber.
Tubular. Shaped like a tube or cylinder.
Tufted. In tufts; caespitose.
Turbinate. Top-shaped.
Turgid. Swollen; inflated.
Turions. Winter buds or over wintering young shoots, as
in Epilohium
Type (type specimen). The specimen on which the name

Umbel. A

based.

flat

or convex flower cluster in which the

pedicels arise from a

common

point, like the rays of an

Umbellate. In umbels, or appearing as if an umbel.
Uncinate. Hooked at the tip.
Undulate. Wavy; repand; with less pronounced waves
than sinuate.
Unguiculate. Clawed.
Unilateral. One-sided, or turned to one side of an axis;
secund.

meaning one.

Unilocular. With a single cavity or compartment, as in

many

fruits.

Unisexual. Male or female but not both, as in a staminate
(male) flower.

and contracted
an urn or pitcher.
Urn-shaped. Like an urn; pitcher-shaped.
Urceolate.

mouth

Pitcherlike; hollow

like

at

the

some

corollas.

Vernal. Spring; as opposed to autumnal.

Vernation.

The arrangement

of foliage leaves within the

bud.
Verrucose. Warty.

An anther attached near the middle.
A whorl, or circular arrangement of similiar parts

Versatile.
Verticil.

about the same point on an axis.
Whorled; arranged in whorls.
Vespertine. Opening in the evening.
Verticillate.

Vestigial.

Reduced

to a vestige, or trace of a part or

one time more perfectly formed.
Villosulose. Diminutive of villous.
Villous. Bearing long, soft, and unmatted
Virgate. Wandlike, erect and straight.

organ

at

hairs; shaggy.

Viscid. Sticky; glutinous.

Viviparous. Forming bulblets in the inflorescence.
Weed. A plant with aggressive tendencies, the product or
beneficiary of mans agriculture.

Whorl.

umbrella.

Uni-. Latin prefix,

nerva-

Ventral. Relating to the inward surface of an organ, in
relation to the axis, as in the usually upper surface of a

Triquetrous. Three-edged.

is

leaf;

tion.

leaflets.

Tripartite. Three-parted.

of a plant

,

A

ring of similiar organs radiating from a node; a

verticil.

Wing. A

thin, usually

dry extension bordering an organ; a

lateral petal of a papilionaceous flower.

Winter annual. A plant whose seed germinates in late
summer or autumn and completes flowering and fruiting before dying in late spring or

summer

of the year

following.

Woolly. Having long, soft, entangled hairs; lanate.
Xeric. Of dry places.
Xerophyte. A plant adapted to live in dry areas, such as
desert plants.

Xylem. The usually dead water conducting cells (vessels
or trachieds); wood.
Zygomorphic. Bilaterally symmetric; that which can be
bisected only in one plane into similar halves.

